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Longboat Key News

Opinion

Still a three-ring circus

AL GREEN
Contributing Columnist
algreen@Ilbknews.com

While most of the attention has been on the budget
battle and the golf club expansion, there is still an ongo-
ing struggle over at the Harbourside marina known
officially as“The Moorings.”

In a previous report, | described how the sale of the
Moorings by its original developer, Bill Vernon, had cre-
ated a major controversy with the new owner, Loeb
Realty.

I pointed out that the sale was predicated on the
agreement by the slip owners that they would not exer-
cise their right of first refusal and how Michael Welly,
resident general manager for the Loeb group, sold the
slip owners into giving up this privilege by promising
that nothing would change in the way the Moorings was
being managed.

Using a technical explanation as an excuse not to
honor his word, Mr. Welly, after the sale was concluded,
advised the boaters that the deal was off, and in order
to use the facilities (restaurant, pool, toilet, etc.), Loeb
would require the slip owners to join the Longboat Key
Club at a discounted initiation fee and annual dues.

This might have been accepted, in most cases reluc-
tantly, but he then put in the final kicker — all the own-
ers must agree to sign a covenant to their deed that all
future owners must join the club as a prerequisite to
buy the slip.

As | wrote, this deal had been rejected by most of the
dockominium owners, and since my last report, they
hired Michael Furen to represent them.

Negotiations have been going on under a silent period
agreement, and now the results of these negotiations
have been announced. In its simplest form, it can be
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said that the Loeb Realty Company has told the boaters
to “go pound sand.”” In short, the requirement to add
the covenant to their deed is now
broadened to require the sign-
ers to waive any prior rights and
reveal their financial affairs...

What will come out of this
remains to be seen. The owners
are being urged by an ad hoc
group of their own to stand fast,
sign nothing and hope the club
will see the sense of not having an
adversarial relationship. There are still quite a few slips
needing to be sold to help pay for the purchase, and
one would think that a happy membership would be an
important factor to any potential buyer.

In some ways, this situation mirrors one that was
fought out by Mr. Welly and his owners with another
group, the owners of the apartments at the Inn on the
Beach.

In that case, when the owners rebelled at the constant
request for money to fix up their units, Mr. Lesser him-
self came down and threw down the gauntlet. Anyone
who didn’t pay up was to be thrown out of the rental
program. When almost half of the owners didn’t bow
down and formed a rebel group, it looked like the rebel-
lion would prevail.

This created a situation where you could rent a room
through the club or you could rent a similar room
through an outside rental agent for considerably less
money. The only difference was that if you paid the
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Dumb and dumber — hardly
Dear Editor:
Why you give voice to the mean spiritedness of Al
Green is a mystery [“Dumb and dumber,” June 27].
Randy Clair is anything but dumb. He has a very clear
analytical mind and works very hard at getting a deep
understanding of issues that come before the Town
Commission.
Green’s personal attacks should not be welcome in a
community well served by top-notch volunteers.
Let Green spill his vitriol on State College. He has done
sufficient damage to good people here.
V. M. DeLisi
Longboat Key

Get your facts straight
Dear Editor:

Mr. Green is critical of my efforts [“Dumb and dumb-
er’June 27] to look at existing town programs, including

higher rental, about 50 percent higher, you could order a
coke at the pool.At one time during this period, my wife,
Jill,and | rented a lovely apartment for one half of what
the resort was quoting.

However, in this case, Mr. Lesser’s hard and fast stand
paid off. Over a period of about four years, the rebel
group sold their apartments to more compliant buyers,
and today all is calm at the resort and there are no bar-
gains to be had.

Now it should be pointed out that the sale of these
units all occurred during the real estate boom where
everything was selling, because everyone knew the
price was always going to be higher tomorrow. Under
the current economic conditions, whether there is
going to be enough buyers with million-dollar plus boats
who want to spend anther half-million dollars on a slip
and also pay to join a golf club remains to be seen.

However, for the present, there is and will be in
the near future a fairly sizable group of discontented
Longboat Key residents, even if these residents are about
four feet off shore.

Let me add a footnote to my last column on the
tax issue. | have just read a letter from Commissioner
Clair to the town manager that is very encouraging.
Commissioner Clair seems to be expressing a feeling
that hasn’t been evident in the early discussions, which
is that although raising taxes is not a good thing to do,
cutting services that are needed is a worse thing. | con-
gratulate Commissioner Clair for his letter. The picketing
by the firefighters is just another reminder of how this
decision is going to affect future labor relations.

Letters

pensions, to determine whether there may be a more
cost effective method to provide for a particular pro-
gram. This is especially important when the town has a
current budget deficit of $1.863 million.

In the proposed fiscal year 08/09 budget, the town’s
contribution to the Defined Benefit Pension Plans
amounts to $1,801,373, a $424,812 increase from the
07/08 amended budget. If you looked at a two-year
period of time, the increase would be $860,728 from the
actual 06/07 fiscal year results.

With respect to the pension question, a Defined
Contribution Plan (as distinguished from the current
Defined Benefit Plan) is a more cost effective method
for the town to provide for its employee retirement
benefits. In fact, most major American corporations have
already adopted such a plan. Many local governments
have or are in the process of changing to a Defined
Contribution Retirement Plan.

Mr. Green also fails to point out that | have stated that
the town is required to honor its current vested pension
obligations to the town’s employees. Any new retire-
ment plan, if adopted by the Town Commission, would
only be applicable (subject to any collective bargaining
agreement) to new or non-vested employees, unless a
vested employee voluntarily wished to change to the
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