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2. Drop a ball, keeping the point the ball trickled across 
the red line between him and the hole (for Calcavecchia, 
this would mean going back to the 
other side of the pond).

Note: these two options would 
be available whether the hazard 
was marked yellow (water haz-
ard) or red (lateral water hazard). 
Because it was lateral, the player 
had two more options:

3. Drop a ball outside the hazard, 
no closer to the hole and within 
two club lengths of the point where it last crossed the 
margin, or…

4. Drop within two club lengths of a point equidistant 
from the hole on the “opposite” margin of the hazard.

The announcers were probably correct when they 
said the ball was unplayable, but their comments only 
served to confuse astute viewers. When a ball comes 
to rest in a water hazard, more often than not it will be 
“unplayable” — but it is not an “unplayable ball.” Under 
the Rules, the one — and only — place you may not 
declare your ball unplayable is when it comes to rest in 
a water or lateral water hazard. Hence, forget any addi-
tional penalty because the ball was unplayable.

Upon assessing the situation, Calcavecchia smartly 
opted to drop no nearer the hole and within two club 
lengths of where the ball last crossed the margin of the 
hazard, and those two club lengths brought him onto 
the putting green. “Wait a minute,” you say, “you can’t 
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A most provocative incident occurred at this year’s 
Honda Classic in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. TV coverage 
failed to provide an adequate explanation of the rules 
involved.

Mark Calcavecchia pulled his tee shot onto a par three 
into a greenside bunker. He left himself with a delicate 
downhill bunker shot onto a fast green — with a large 
pond directly behind the hole.

To the amazement of the ABC announcers, 
Calcavecchia’s soft bunker escape landed well short of 
the hole, checked up and then simply kept on rolling, 
past the hole and across the red line indicating the mar-
gin of the lateral water hazard. It was only stopped from 
rolling into the water by a three-foot border of jagged 
rocks. Poor shot, perhaps, but check the Rules.

When the ball came to rest, just before a commercial 
break, it was pointed out that the ball was “unplay-
able” in the rocks. When the action resumed, there was 
Calcavecchia, on the green, putting for four! One min-
ute…his second shot went into a lateral hazard, unplay-
able in the rocks, and he is on the green putting for a 
bogey? All right, here is how that happened.

When a ball comes to rest in a lateral water hazard, 
the player may play the ball where it lies or, with a one-
stroke penalty, proceed under one of four options:

1. Return as near as possible to the spot he played his 
previous stroke (the bunker) and drop a ball, or…

TeeTime

drop on a putting green. You must place the ball.”
That is true in most instances, but not in this one. 

When your ball comes to rest on a putting green and 
you then opt to take relief because of interference with 
ground under repair, casual water or an immovable 
obstruction, you must place your ball at the nearest 
point of relief. However, when taking relief from a lateral 
water hazard, you must drop a ball. Is that it?

Not quite. After two-putting (for a double bogey), 
the replay showed a downcast Calcavecchia lifting his 
original ball from the rocks and tossing it into the pond 
— what about an additional penalty for that?

Time to check Rule 26-1c closely and you will be 
reminded that when taking relief from a lateral water 
hazard, the player is required to drop “a” ball as opposed 
to “the” ball he was playing. If Calcavecchia had been lift-
ing his ball because of interference with ground under 
repair (GUR), casual water or an immovable obstruction 
and tossed the ball into the pond, he would have to add 
two strokes to his score for the hole, or borrow Woody 
Austin’s goggles and retrieve his ball to avoid a penalty 
for “illegally” substituting a ball. However, since he was 
taking relief from a water hazard, he was free to put a 
new ball into play.

Knowing the Rules of Golf is so important and can 
actually save strokes.

 Hal Lenobel was a member of the United States Golf 
Association Rules and Tournament Committee for 25 
years. He officiated at more than 150 tournaments 
during his tenure.
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Now is the tiMe!!!
LIDO SHORES - sarasota’s Hottest Neighborhood. Well maintained pool home with beach access on an oversized 
lot. split floor Plan 3bR/2bA, 12 x 36 air conditioned florida room. $999,000  $899,900 Short Sale - Super Value
ST. ARMANDS KEY - fabulous walled and gated full bayfront estate on prestigious st. Armands. Large double 
lot with 116” on deep sailboat water. travertine marble entire first floor and pool deck. Open vistas of downtown 
sarasota and the Ringling bridge. Walk to world famous dining and shopping. Large grandfathered boat dock with 
two lifts. $3,950,000
ST. ARMANDS KEY - Walk to st. Armands Circle and Lido beach from this 1946 turnkey furnished st. Armands 
charmer. totally remodeled with oak kitchen cabinets. great Investment property, already booked for January & 
february 2009. $3,500 each month. $629,000
PROMENADE - first floor 2bR/2bA gulf front unit on the 3rd level. Excellent angle views over 
the pool area and grounds to the beach and gulf. $939,000 REDUCED $799,000.
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amendment was passed. Clearly, that was 
not the case in every town/city/county! 
We aim to simply make sure the residents 
do not make that mistake twice and we 
want them to understand what cutting 
Firefighters/Paramedics from line posi-
tions means.

We realize and I realize that our activi-
ties may put the commission in an awk-
ward position, however, we also realize 
that the real priority here is to make sure 
the continuity of essential services at a 
cost-effective level are maintained. Public 
awareness, we feel, is the best way to do 
this. Our public display is goal-driven in 
that quest only, to educate. We mean no 
harm to anyone.

These are stressful times and I real-
ize that everyone is a bit on edge with 
hard decisions yet to be made. Clearly, 
our position is that staffing cuts of Fire-
Rescue personnel will lead to a significant 
decrease in services and our research 
indicates said cuts will create likewise 

significant increases in the fire portion of 
Longboat Key citizens’ homeowner’s and 
commercial insurance rates.

Our personnel are unanimous in the 
feeling that you as Commissioners have 
taken good care of us in the past and 
we applaud you for this. We thank you 
for all your support of our personnel 
and agency. We feel we would be remiss, 
however, to not provide the taxpayers 
and you Honorable Commissioners with 
all available information regarding Fire-
Rescue cutbacks in staffing, should they 
occur. After all, we the professionals in 
this field understand perhaps best the 
ramifications of these possible cutbacks 
and as such, we feel we are doing a posi-
tive service to inform all concerned with 
as much thorough and accurate informa-
tion as possible.

Thank you very much for your atten-
tion to this letter. If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact me at 
your convenience.

Keith Tanner, DVP
Longboat Key Unit, IAFF Local 2546

course, be honored, but they, too, should 
be subject to review as the agreements 
expire. Union negotiations would also 
be required with the union represented 
employees. The bottom line is that the 
City of Longboat Key can no longer oper-
ate ‘business as usual.’” Shapiro went on 
to say that the town should definitely not 
consider raising the millage rate, since 
PIC is against raising taxes. 

Contrary to the PIC opinion, several 
residents such as Fred Smith say that they 
would not mind raising taxes. “Please, No 
cuts in service, raise our taxes to cover 
the shortfall,” wrote Smith in an email to 
commissioners. 

Resident Richard Olin also wrote 

in favor of raising taxes to the Town 
Commission, “I for one am absolutely in 
favor of maintaining the quality of life, the 
sense of municipal security and stability 
in these uncertain times. I don’t look at 
these possible tax increases as expenses, 
but as investments to preserve the magic 
of Longboat Key. Please retain Longboat 
Key’s community quality in the areas that 
you can influence, even if we must pay a 
few more tax dollars to do so.”

One resident has even gone so far as 
to prepare his own projected budget for 
the town to consider. Lenny Landau has 
prepared his own proposal to balance 
the budget, which he has presented to 
commissioners for discussion at the July 
7 budget workshop.

In addition to citizens concerns, the 

Budget, from page 6

Letter, from page 1

Fire Department staff has been picketing 
in order to prevent potential job cuts, 
which would affect the level of service 
provided on the island. They not only 
picketed along Gulf of Mexico Drive, but 
have set up a website, www.lbkfireinfo.
com, that discusses their concerns about 
the budget cuts, and has a petition form 
that residents print out and sign, then 
send in to the Town Commission. It’s 
called a ‘Petition for Public Safety’ and 
it reads: “Longboat Key estimates the 
town could lose up to 20 town employ-
ees, most to come from Fire and Police. 
Cut backs of this magnitude will result 
in service reductions for the citizens 
of Longboat Key. Commissioners: In my 
absence, please consider this petition 
at your July 7th meeting an affirmative 
vote for maintaining our current level of 
service.”

Commissioners must decide
The commission is still in the throws of 

making the difficult budget decisions, and 
commissioners will have to determine 
whether to trim the budget even more, 
for example by cutting employee jobs, or 
by finding some way to increase revenue; 
or a combination of both. 

Town Commissioner Randall Clair has 
written in a letter to Town Manager Bruce 
St. Denis dated June 21, stating:

“The Commission has indicated its 
desire that personnel reductions should 
be avoided if at all possible and should 
only be considered as the last step.”

He goes on to say, “The Commission is 
struggling to reach the appropriate bal-
ance in these difficult times. The town 
is trying to render the level of service, 
which our citizens expect, while at the 
same time adopting a financially respon-
sible and sustainable budget. This is not 
an easy task, nor susceptible to easy 
answers…I think that the Commission 
has made it clear that the proper solution 
to the town’s budget deficit should not 
be decided by a choice of extremes; i.e. 
termination of the required number of 
employees to solve the deficit or raise 
taxes 100% to solve the deficit. This is a 
false choice.  It is not in the best inter-
est of our citizens nor fair to the town’s 
employees.”

The town’s budget will next be dis-
cussed at a workshop July 7 at 1 p.m. in 
Town Hall, and then again at the July 7th 
7 p.m. regular commission meeting in 
Town Hall, 501 Bay Isles Road.
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